
 

 

Quick Updates from Your HF Team 

  
Wha t ’s Congress up to th is week? 

  

Congress has left Washington  and  gone  hom e for a  week-long “work period” in  the  various 

sta tes.  Unfin ished  business includes fina lizing spending b ills to  fund a ll the  federa l agencies for 

2022 by March  11, when the  curren t fund ing exp ires.  As part of th is p rocess, the  Hardwood 

Federa tion  is an ticipa ting a  victory on our long-supported  d irective  requ iring federa l regu la tors 

to  recognize  the  ca rbon  neu tra lity of b iom ass energy tha t we  use  in  our m ills.       

  

Wha t ’s indust ry’s la t est  move  on t he  clim a t e  front ? 

  

The  Hardwood Federa tion  is spearhead ing a  coa lition  of wood  products groups to  coord ina te  

e fforts to  m ake  sure  federa l legisla tion  gives industry cred it for the  ca rbon  stored  in  our lum ber 

and  fin ished products.  So fa r, the  group  has m et th ree  tim es and  is m apping a  pa th  forward in  

2022.   Am ong other th ings, the  coa lition  is focused  on  ge tting in  on  the  ground  floor 

d iscussions about the  upcom ing farm  b ill, which  Congress will address in  2023.  

  

Is Congress m a king progress on shipping bot t lenecks? 

  

On  February 3, Sena tors Am y Klobuchar (D-MN) and  John Thune  (R-SD) in troduced  the “Ocean  

Sh ipp ing Reform  Act of 2022,” a  com panion  to  the  Hardwood Federa tion  supported  House  b ill 

tha t was passed last year.  So far, the  b ill has ga ined  m ajor b ipartisan  support, which will tee  it 

up  for negotia tions with  the  House  to  ham m er ou t a  fina l version .  The  goa l of the  legisla tion is 



to  p revent fore ign  sh ippers from  leaving U.S. ports em pty-handed , ham stringing exports of U.S. 

hardwood products.   
 


